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1980s when chief executive Nabil

Al Zahlawi, then working with the
dealer for French crane manufacturer
Potain in Saudi Arabia, took advantage
of his knowledge of the brand to
eventually become the dealer for the
entire region.

Today, Abu Dhabi-based NFT employs
1,500 people, providing a centralised
and specialised range of tower cranes,
passenger hoists, construction
equipment, tools and other systems.

With 35 years of experience under
its belt, the company is well placed to

I t all started for NFT back in the
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With 35 years of experience under its belt,
NFT Specialized in Tower Cranes sits atop the
market in the Middle East and beyond.

help solve the most complex logistics
and engineering problems, offering
customised solutions for all lifting
needs thanks to its impressive in-house
technical know-how.

NFT prides itself on being a home-
grown player in the GCC construction

market. Based in the capital of the UAE,

it holds a strong regional presence in
the Gulf and the Middle East. Globally,
the company also has footholds in Asia,
Europe, Africa, Australia and more
recently the United Kingdom. It exports
to any country in the world and is
operational in 32 countries worldwide
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“CONSIDERING

MANY BUYERS ARE
NOW LOOKING FOR
BARGAINS, THE USED
MARKET HAS BEEN
SOARING OVER THE
PAST DECADE”
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and continues to expand geographically.
The company’s fleet is constantly
growing and currently boasts over 2,000
new and used tower cranes, 500 plus
hoists and a full stock of spare parts.
The size and scale of its operation has
allowed NFT to be ranked as the number
one tower crane supplier in the world
four years running (by IC Tower Index).
NFT is the exclusive dealer for
Potain Tower cranes, GJJ/ORBIT
and PEGA hoists. “Potain is a French
brand so it’s competing with European
manufacturers,” says Nagham Al
Zahlawi, NFT’s strategy & marketing
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manager. “We do not compete with
Chinese manufacturers because the
structure, design, and quality of
European cranes are far superior.”
Models range from small self-erecting
cranes with 700 kg/26m capacity,
right up to a giant MD 3200, capable
of carrying 26 tons at 85 metres with a
64 to 80 ton maximum load. Similarly,
hoist models range from 1 to 4 ton
lifting capacity and are offered with
variable speeds ranging from 36m/
minute to the world’s fastest PEGA
hoist with a speed of 120m/minute and
3.2 ton lifting capacity.

Thanks to its partnership with PEGA,
NFT now offers a green concept with
hoists featuring environmentally
friendly options. For more price
sensitive customers, it offers GJJ hoists,
re-branded as ORBIT, a brand exclusive
to NFT.

Market mover

NFT is currently experiencing more
gentle levels of growth than it did back

in the heady days of 2006-2008, Al
Zahlawi says, when fleet turnover was
impressively high. Despite the more
challenging market conditions today the »
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“WE’RE OPTIMISTIC BECAUSE WE BELIEVE
IN THE VISION OF THE UAE AND WE ARE
HOPEFUL THAT THE EXPO 2020 WILL BRING
A LOT OF OPPORTUNITIES”
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» company recently signed a big order with Samsung
to deliver 30 tower cranes in the space of just six
months for a major project in South Korea. And
NFT is anticipating more major orders ahead of
the start of the biggest event this region has ever
hosted. “We’re optimistic because we believe in
the vision of the UAE and we are hopeful that the
Expo 2020 will bring a lot of opportunities,” Al
Zahlawi says.

NFT was one of the first regional suppliers to
introduce a rental model back in 1994 and today its
business model is 60% hire and 40% sales. Another
trend in the market is increased demand for used
tower cranes. “The financial crisis happened so
abruptly and many manufacturers failed to see
the warning signs and could not cut production
quickly, leaving them sitting on huge inventories
of machines,” Al Zahlawi says. “Considering many
buyers are now looking for bargains, the used
market has been soaring over the past decade.”

NFT has moved to take advantage of this trend
by introducing facilities at its new 300,000
square metre yard, where used tower cranes are
refurbished to an almost pre-used condition.

“The question for contractors is always: repair or
replace? NFT proudly offers solutions for both,” Al
Zahlawi says.

NFT anticipates demand for high capacity tower
cranes to continue rising, pushing manufacturers to
focus on bigger equipment. The company offers the
largest Potain tower cranes as well as strong luffers
with the MR 418 and MR 608 models. It also
projects a rise in demand for self-erecting tower
cranes to replace mobile cranes for the construction
of low-rise establishments. Indeed, continued
demand for villa housing as well as the increasing
influence of environmental considerations are key
drivers of innovation in the self-erecting tower
crane and crane folding sectors, Al Zahlawi says. =




