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measures to protect
its customers and
employees from the
dangers of Covid-19,
including drawing up
QHSE plans and
modifying its
operational methods,
conducting
awareness campaigns
in its offices and on
client job-sites as well
as monitoring the
implementation of
health safety steps.

A statement from Abu
Dhabi-based NFT, the
world’s largest Potain
dealer with a global
footprint, said the
company is
“committed to our
customers, employees
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and communities”
when “the biggest
challenges faced by
companies during
this crisis is ensuring
business continuity
while ensuring, with
equal weight, the
safety of employees™.

“Our QHSE
department has been
monitoring the
developments around
the COVID-19
pandemic and NFT is
strictly implementing
all the
recommendations
from trusted sources
who are experts in
this field, such as the
Department of Health
in the UAE, World
Health Organisation
(WHO), or Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). The
health and safety of
our employees and
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customers are and
have always been our
number one priority,”
said the statement.

As a first step, NFT
conducted risk
assessments
according to the
scientific
recommendations to
tackle the hazards.
“From a very early
stages, we set up a
Crises Management
Committee formed
from out top
management, QHSE,
administration,
operations, and HR
departments. The job
of this committee is to
follow up on the
current situation,
development of
COVID-19, contact
with UAE officials,
contact with our
sister companies
overseas, and to come
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up with measures in
line with official
recommendations.”

The second step for
NFT was to conduct
awareness sessions,
and the company ran
more than 15 such
sessions to
disseminate
information and
educate, in several
languages, all
stakeholders about
the virus and
methods to control its
spread.

“We made sure that
the sessions were
tailored to each
vocation. Special
sessions and trainings
were conducted with
sanitation people and
drivers, or the more
vulnerable groups
who can be more
exposed as per our
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risk assessment
surveys. In addition,
flyers, posters, videos,
and publications
were circulated
wherever possible
inside the offices,
workshop, vehicles,
and even labour
camps dormitories,”
the statement said.

NFT adjusted its
modus operandi and
adopted several work
procedures according
to international
recommendations
and mitigation
measures mandated
by governments. The
highest risk of
transmission occurs
while commuting to
work or living in
labour camps that
have high
concentrations of
people and to
minimise risk in such
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environments, NFT
adopted several work
policies, such as
organising worker
commutes according
to the UAE
authorities’ directives
and following 30%
occupancy in all
vehicles.

“Effectively, it means
we tripled our bus
trips to labour camps,
we increased our fleet
of small vehicles and
minibuses. In
addition, we added
separate plastic
sheets inside buses in
order to separate
drivers from
passengers. Each
vehicle in use is also
disinfected at least
twice a day or as
necessary.”

With workers’
accommodations
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posing another threat
of the pandemic’s
spread, NFT said it
has exerted huge
efforts to ensure
screening of its entire
workforce and
implementing extra
precautions in
collaboration with
accommodation
management and
government
authorities.

“On site and in our
workshop, all teams
were divided into
segregated groups
that work in isolation
from each other. Our
QHSE team is closely
monitoring all
workers in our
workshop by testing
their temperature
and ensuring they are
wearing full PPE. In
case any symptoms
appear on any of the
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team members, the
one with symptoms
would go for testing,
while the others in
the same team would
be sent to self-
isolation until further
verification.
Meanwhile, the job
would be carried out
with another group,
hence keeping
workflow
uninterrupted,” said
NFT.

Similar measures are
in force in NFT’s head
office, including
social distancing and,
wherever possible,
working from home.
Where coming to
office is essential, NFT
said it has
“restructured the
office distribution as
to maintain necessary
social distancing as
recommended”. An
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infrared gun
thermometer placed
at the reception
checks the
temperatures of all
those entering the
premises and a
special team is
deployed for
disinfecting all
surfaces, office
appliances,
doorknobs, handles,
restroom facilities,
round the clock
during working
hours. Paper
circulation has also
been reduced to a
minimum, and when
necessary special
disinfected plastic
files are being used to
carry papers. Masks
and gloves are also
being distributed
according to the risk
analysis.
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On client job-sites,
while tower crane
operators, by nature
of their occupation,
are mostly in
isolation in the crane
cabins, they have
been provided with
instructions and
disinfection material
to be applied
whenever there is a
rotation of shift, at
which point the
cabins are deeply
disinfected before the
new operator comes
in.

“It is our social
responsibility to
prevent the spread of
the virus while
ensure business
continuity in support
of the economies we
are contributing to.
Therefore, in these
unprecedented times,
NFT will continue to
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offer its products and
services in a safe,
responsible manner
as long as we are able
to do so. Our
commitment to our
clients and to our
employees is
uninterrupted,” said
the company.
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Al Mamsha project’s phase one covers seven buildings, 693
housing units and 88 commercial stores

Sharjah-based developer Alef Group has revealed that 68% of
construction work on the first phase of its multi-use project Al
Mamsha has been completed.

Located just off Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Road in the heart
of ‘New Sharjah, the project is considered to bring together
modern living, retail and leisure in an upscale environment
completely accessible on foot, according to the developer.

Phase one consists of seven buildings, 693 housing units and 88 A
commercial stores, all spanning an area of 58436 sqm.
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Issa Ataya, managing director of Alef Group, said: “The project
will be delivered at the end of this year, as per the plan. To
ensure everything aligns with our plans, our team follows the
necessary precautionary measures and procedures according to
the protocols set by the Ministry of Health and Community
Protection.”

He explained that the group is providing a variety of services,
offers and discounts, and offering housing units for sale at
competitive prices, especially considering how the current
conditions have affected vital sectors and the general economic
situation.

“The group of facilities and exemptions included in the stimulus
package recently launched for investors by the Sharjah
Government under the wise guidance of HH Dr Sheikh Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of
Sharjah, would assist in economic development by simplifying
business procedures and help project owners work on the
construction and delivery of their developments in time,” he
added.

The Sharjah Government has undertaken several initiatives
during the current circumstances that have helped renew the
confidence of project owners to invest in the emirate. WAM
reported that the emirate of Sharjah is known to assist investors
during difficult conditions and is known for its flexible laws and
legislation.
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Sharjah has also been successful in attracting investors from the
region and internationally, over the years by providing
tremendous opportunities within the government and private
sectors, WAM added.

RELATED ITEMS: AL MAMSHA, ALEF GROUP, CONSTRUCTION,
FEATUREDNEWS, SHARJAH, UAE
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